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small family hotel in the Funchal area.   Our hotel wil be providing bed, breakfast and evening meals.  We will 
endeavour to include local wine on most, if not all, of the evenings.  There will always be a choice of menu.  At
lunch times we will find a suitable cafe or bar.  Where possible, we will buy this for the whole group and include
it in the cost, but for some days this may not be possible and we may ask you to purchase the food yourself.

Single accommodation is available, but is limited and subject to a modest supplement.  We are happy to help 
anyone looking for someone to share a twin bedded room - see booking form.

Cost 

For 2 people sharing a double or twin room, the cost of the 7-night tour will be £995.00 per person;  for single 
occupancy, the cost will be £1095.00 per person.  

N.B.  Given the current uncertain currency situation, we reserve the right to change the cost
of this trip by not more than 10%, should the £/Euro rate fall below 1.10.

What’s included in the cost?

•     The services of Chris Darmon as tutor and a local guide who will be available to you at all reasonable times
•     Accommodation and meals as specified in the brochure
•     Use of hired coach and driver and local buses in the Funchal area
•     Admission charges to any museum or attraction included in the programme
•     A ride on the Quebrada Nova cable car, if available
•     Transfers between the airport and hotel (may be by public bus)

What’s excluded from the cost?

•     The cost of travel between your home and Madeira airport
•     Travel insurance
•     Incidental expenses.
•     Some midday food

Insurance

Everyone booking a place and paying a deposit must take out holiday insurance.  This can cover you against loss
of money in the event of cancellation etc. Cover is often included in with many credit cards.

Booking

Your booking will be confirmed upon receipt of either a deposit of £250.00 per person or the full
payment and a completed booking form.  The balance will be payable not later than December 31 2013   

The trip will run subject to a minimum of 15 people signing up by November 30 2013. Book
early to avoid disappointment.

Your money...

Upon receipt, all monies paid for these trips are placed in a specific ‘client trust account’ where it cannot be
drawn by us until after completion of the tour.  This is in accordance with EU Directives and ensures that your
money is safe in the unlikely event of corporate failure by Geo Supplies.

Any Questions?

Please ring Chris Darmon on 0114 2455746 or email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
if you have any questions or queries.  I’ll do my best to help you.



An introduction to the trip...

We started our ‘sunshine Winter forays’ with a trip to Tenerife in 2010 followed by trips to Lanzarote in
2012 and then Fuerteventura this year.  For 2014, we’ve decided to have a change from the Canaries to the
Portuguese Island of Madeira.  Once again, we hope to arrange for fine weather with warm temperatures
and sunshine, but this cannot be guaranteed.

We plan to team up with a local company who specialise in providing guides to cover the natural history and
geology of this most beautiful island.  We are fortunate that there is a recently published English guidebook
to the geology of the Island.

Madeira is well developed in terms of tourist infrastructure with some excellent roads and a well organised
transport system in and around the capital Funchal.  We will be asking advice about hotels, but will not 
compromise on our usual high standards of both accommodation and food.

We will take in a sample of all the geology of the Island in a series of day excursions, making use of both a
hired coach and local buses.  We’ll also take in the fabulous coastal and mountain scenery and the excellent
flora to be seen.

We anticipate high levels of interest in this course - so book up early to avoid disappointment

Chris Darmon BSc
Course Organiser/Leader

Getting There

Getting to Madeira is quite easy and I have already checked flight availability from a number of UK airports, 
particularly as we are going Saturday-Saturday.  The usual budget airlines such as EasyJet, Thomas Cook and
Monarch include it in their destinations.  Transfer to our hotel will be included.  Please do not book your
flights, until the trip is confirmed.  I will let you know when to do this in due course.

Getting Around

We will make use of a small coach on the island to get us to some places.  Distances will be very modest.  We
will also use the public bus service to get around the Funchal area.

Walking & Weather

Everything should be within the capabilities of all of the party.  We will always try to get as close as possible to
the sites, but this will still mean that there are some walks of a couple of miles, to see the best exposures.
However, if at any time you wish to ‘opt out’ that will be fully acceptable and understood.  In view of the 
uncertainties of the weather you are strongly advised to bring all waterproofs and walking boots – particularly
as you will be walking over rough ground.  At low levels, the climate will be warm and typically Mediterranean
with temperatures in the range 15-20°C However at higher altitude, you will encounter much colder air and it
can be wet and windy.  Come prepared with suitable clothing and footwear.

The island and its geology

The island of Madeira is the principal island in an archipelago that lies off the west coast of North Africa some
500km north of the Canary Islands.  It sits on a 100km thick piece of crust that rises from the seabed on what is
part of the African plate.  The 140 million year old basalt pile represents typical intraplate activity that used to be

linked to mantle plume activity.  The archipelago forms a chain of volcanic edifices that extend from Madeira NE
to the Ormonde seamount.  The last Madeira eruption occurred several thousand years ago, so the volcanoes
may now be considered to be extinct, though earthquake activity continues.  

The predominant rocks are basaltic, though there are also phonolitic intrusions, along with more recent 
sediments that date from the phase of uplift and erosion of the volcanic edifices.  As in the Canary Islands, there
is plenty of evidence for rapid erosion accompanied by deep ravines and spectacular coastal cliffs.

The wetter climate, particularly in the mountains, has led to there being a particularly lush cover of vegetation,
something for which the Island is famous.  Even the name of Madeira, derives from the Portuguese name for
wood, and applies to the forest that once covered the Island.  Today, Madeira is a large wine producer and it is
this, along with tourism, that are the main activities for the population of 300,000.

Itinerary

The following is not intended to be prescriptive, but to give you an idea of what we might cover during the trip: -

•  The geological setting of Funchal - the drainage system and gorges, spectacular basalt lava flows, the botanical 
gardens and much more

•  The south coast from Garajau to Machico - cone complex, lapilli tuff, scoria and dykes

•  Geology of the Sao Lourenco Peninsula - Miocene and Quaternary volcanics, sea level changes and aeolian                                            
sands in a beautiful area of coastal scenery

•  The Porto da Cruz area - basic igneous intrusions and their relationship with lavas, erosion features and 
waterlain sediments with fine flora

•  A day in the Central Mountains - spectacular scenery with amazing landscape featuring ash cones and minor
phonolitic intrusions

•  Geology of western Madeira, Ribeira Brava to Ponto do Pargo - spectacular lavas, cliffs, pyroclastics, 
dykes and an amazing sedimentary fan deposit.  May include a cable car ride!

Accommodation & Food

Good food and a good night’s rest are important elements on all our trips and so we always try to use small, 
family run, hotels and guesthouses that offer en-suite or private facilities.  For this trip we hope to be based in a


